Association of myasthenia gravis and antisynthetase syndrome: a case report.
Myasthenia gravis is a chronic disease of neuromuscular transmission caused by loss of acetylcholine receptors. It can be found in association with other autoimmune disorders. We report the case of a 47-yr-old woman affected by Myasthenia gravis who complained of fever, progressive weakness of proximal limb muscle, arthritis and Raynauds phenomenon and dyspnea. Chest X-rays and CT scan showed an interstitial lung disease; laboratory data indicated an inflammatory picture and increased serum muscle enzymes. Evaluation for infectious, metabolic, iatrogenic and neoplastic aetiologies was unrevealing. The patients clinical condition together with positive results on antisynthetase antibody assay lead to the diagnosis of antisynthetase syndrome. To our knowledge, this is the first report on the association of Myasthenia gravis with antisynthetase syndrome.